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March 23, 2020 
 
Good Evening St. Gabriel Families: 
 
Thank you all for our continued support and understanding with our recent move from regular 
school days to distance learning. I have personally enjoyed seeing the many pictures and videos 
of our students working hard on their daily assignments.  
 
This morning Mrs. Fischer and I met with all classroom teachers to review our first week of 
distance learning. We also discussed future plans if distance learning is extended by the Diocese, 
along with how to continue building relationships with our students through distance learning. 
 
Extending Distance Learning 
 
As soon as I hear confirmation from our Interim Superintendent and the Diocese of Charlotte 
about whether or not we will extend distance learning beyond March 27 I will communicate the 
announcement to all families.  
 
While meeting with teachers this morning, we discussed the best way to present daily 
assignments, provide a balanced amount of work, and the best platforms if distance learning is 
extended. We are in the process of reviewing a robust application for our Kindergarten through 
Third grade students that will allow teachers to create and post assignments that students can 
work on in an interactive manner, along with a place where teachers can provide instruction that 
students can watch and/or listen to. Our fourth and fifth grade teachers are successfully using 
Google classroom, but are also reviewing additional applications within Google to make their 
instructional delivery more authentic and interactive for students.  
 
Connecting with our students: 
 
The Technology Services department at the Diocese is working on a secure platform for our 
teachers to video conference with our students, and as soon as this system is up and running we 
will quickly move to this application.  
 
In the meantime, while receiving feedback from families about one recent teacher’s use of Zoom 
to connect with her class. I want to explain how we will move forward with Zoom until we have a 
supported option from the Diocese.  
 
Before opening up Zoom to all students, it was important for us to research and test the 
application. We confirmed through a test with one group of students that it is an easy tool to use, 
and that with parent supervision it can help us maintain relationships with our students. When 
researching the application further, we did discover an interesting article that we wanted to share 

with all families: https://securityboulevard.com/2020/03/using-zoom-here-are-the-
privacy-issues-you-need-to-be-aware-of/ 
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Upon reading this article and having discussions with our teachers today we have decided to 
allow teachers to use the application if they feel comfortable, but only to use it as a tool to visit 
with our students, not to make a Zoom meeting mandatory for learning. Teachers have also been 
instructed to create predetermined groups of students to invite to a Zoom meeting. All Zoom 
meeting invitations will go directly to a parent’s email address only.  
 
We do not want any of our students to feel excluded from a meeting if parents do not feel 
comfortable with their child using the Zoom application after reading the security concerns 
identified in the above article. We trust parents will make the best decisions for their children, and 
will take the necessary precautions while participating in a Zoom meeting.  
 
Many of our teachers are videotaping book readings and some of our teachers are making 
personal phone calls to students and their families. Please know that all of our teachers miss their 
students. Please respect their individual decision to use or not use Zoom to see their students.  
 
Fast Finishers: 
In my opinion, our teachers are providing a good amount of school work for each student to 
complete during the week. We know that many of our children are completing the work quickly 
and parents are interested in additional work for their children. If you are looking to find additional 
activities, I encourage you to visit our school website quick link tab, 

https://www.stgabrielcatholicschool.org/quicklinks 
 
where our Specials Team has posted educational assignments and great videos to watch. Many 
videos are interactive for our students.  
 
Thank you all for your support and patience with this situation. 
 
I pray all families are safe and healthy.  
 
God’s Blessings, 
 
 
Michele Snoke   
Principal    
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